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WOW!  Can 
we throw a 
party or 
what?  For 
those of you 
who were 
unable to at-
tend the 
ATA's 10th 
Annual Meet-
ing and Edu-
cational Con-
ference at 
San Anto-

nio's Omni Hotel....well all I can say is 
you missed one heck of a celebration! 
  
On Friday morning we started the day 
off with a Board of Directors meeting. 
During that meeting it was unanimous-
ly decided that ATA would have a 
Chairman of the Board and voted Bob-
by Crisp to fill that position.  It was al-
so decided that we will hold classes in 
El Paso, TX in early 2016.  We are 
excited to bring ATA's quality instruc-
tors and classes to far West Texas.  
During the meeting it was disclosed 
that ATA membership was at an all-
time high of 347 members (we are 
now at 351). 
  
Before our Understanding Green in 
Real Estate class began, we held our 
ATA General Membership Meeting.  
During that meeting, the membership 
nominated and installed four new Di-
rectors to the 2015-2016 Board of Di-
rectors.  I would like to welcome new 
Directors Stacey Cartwright from Vic-
toria, Luis De La Garza from Laredo 
and Wade Jordan from Garden Ridge 
and a warm ñwelcome backò to Rick 
Neighbors from Keene.  (The bioôs 
and pictures of the new board mem-
bers are listed on page 3.)  I would like 
to send a sincere "thank you" to the 
outgoing Directors Andy Arledge of 

Abilene, David McInturff of Austin and 
Mava Jalufka of Moulton.  Your ser-
vice and leadership to the Board of 
Directors is greatly appreciated!  Con-
gratulations go out to Co-Founder and 
Past President Bobby Crisp who is our 
new Chairman of the Board.  Bobby's 
knowledge and leadership will no 
doubt continue to keep our ATA mem-
bership abreast of the challenges fac-
ing our profession.  
  
During a break, the ATA Board of Di-
rectors went into session to vote in 
new Officers. Stacey Cartwright was 
voted in as our new Secretary, Bobby 
Shafer was voted as Treasurer, and 
Curt Myrick 
was voted 
as Vice 
President.  
  
In April, we 
selected the 
2015 Out-
standing 
Appraiser 
for the Rio 
Grande Valley Area.  Eddie Garces 
was not able to attend at that meeting 
so he received his award on Friday 
afternoon.  Congratulations Eddie! 
  
We wrapped up the day with a Net-
working Reception and at 6:00 that 
evening, we held our 10th Anniversary 
Celebration Dinner/Banquet with 155 
people in attendance.  Frank Baker 
gave the Invocation.  While ATA Mem-
bers and their guests enjoyed a won-
derful dinner, special guests Vladimir 
and Gale Pospisil were recognized for 
their contributions to ATA and were 
credited for getting ATA started.  Gale 
and Vladimir presented two ATA 
members with Pospisil Scholarship 
Awards.  This yearôs recipients were 
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Elma Salazar of Cor-
pus Christi and Amy 
Coston of San Antonio.  
The annual Appraiser 
of the Year was an-
nounced and present-
ed to Karis Crawford of 
Abilene.   
  
After the awards ceremony, Bobby 
Crisp recognized the outgoing Di-
rectors for their service this past 
year.  Afterwards, the installation 
of the 2015/2016 Board of Direc-
tors was conducted.  Bobby Crisp 
was also recognized for his lead-
ership role as President and con-
gratulated for becoming our new 
ATA Chairman of the Board!   
  
But wait, that's not 
all.  ATA provided a 
DJ and dance floor 
and then the cele-
bration was in full 
swing!  
  
On Saturday morn-
ing ATA presented 
the course:  FHA 
SFR - Handbook 4000.1, No 154 
and our instructor (and new ATA 
member) was Bryan Reynolds 
from Owensboro, KY.  If you have 
never attended a course taught by 
Bryan, you need to.  He missed 
his calling in stand-up comedy, but 
we were glad to have him.  Prior to 
attending this class, many apprais-
ers including myself had heard 
how the new FHA Handbook 
4000.1 would make FHA appraisal 
assignments so much more diffi-
cult to complete.  The majority of 
my fears were put to rest after at-
tending this class.  If you haven't 
taken this course, please make 
plans to do so.  The Handbook 
4000.1 goes in to effect on Sep-
tember 14, 2015. 

  
During the lunch break, 
new members were 
recognized and our 
sponsors were given 
time to talk about their 
products and give 
away door prizes.  A 
huge thank you goes 
out to our gold spon-

sors: SFREP-Appraise-It,  Cham-
pions School of Real Estate, Ap-
praiser Genie, ABC- Appraiser's 
Business Companion, and a la 
mode, Inc. 
  
As a member of ATA, I can't say 
enough about the long hours and 
extra hard work that Teresa and 
Bobby and others have sacrificed 
to make this special event such a 

success. Their 
constant, selfless 
dedication to this 
Association is 
what makes ATA 
such a great or-
ganization.  
  
I would like to say 
thank you to the 
members of the 

Association of Texas Appraisers 
for allowing me to serve as your 
President for this upcoming year.  
My goals are to continue to serve 
the ATA membership to promote 
the continued growth of our organ-
ization as one of the most respect-
ed affordable educational provid-
ers in the State.   
  
This upcoming year will present 
new challenges for appraisers as 
new laws and new rules go into 
effect.  Your ATA Board of Direc-
tors have always tried to have rep-
resentation at all TALCB board 
meetings and we need your help. I 
encourage members to attend 
these meetings and let your voice 
be heard.  

  
Our next scheduled meeting will 
be held on September 25-26 at 
the Hampton Inn & Suites, 4201 
Reggis Ct., Ft. Worth, TX.  
Friday afternoon - 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 
p.m. - Fannie Mae CU and You - 4 
hrs ACE/MCE*. 
Saturday - 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. -
 Home Measurement Basics - 8 
hrs ACE/MCE*.   
  
For more details, go to page 4. 
  
Hope to see you there! 
 

Dennis Crawford 
 
*Both these courses are approved for 
ACE and MCE. 
 

A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR 

10TH ANNUAL MEETING  

SPONSORS & EXHIBITORS 

 

Gold Sponsors & Exhibitors:  

¶ A la mode 

¶ ABCðAppraisers Business Com-
panion 

¶ Appraiser Genie 

¶ Champions School of Real Estate 

¶ Software for Real Estate Profes-
sionals 

 

Silver Sponsor: 

¶ Anow 

 

Bronze Sponsor & Exhibitor: 

¶ Forte 

 

Exhibitors: 

¶ DataMaster 

¶ LIA Administrators & Insurance 
Services 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Stacey Cart-
wright is the 
owner of J & S 
Real Estate Ap-
praisals located 
in Victoria, TX. 
Stacey 
has 11 years of 
appraisal experi-

ence and became a State Certified 
Residential Real Estate 
Appraiser in 2007. She is a Charter 
member of the ATA and received 
her ATA-R designation 
in 2011. She has been on the FHA 
panel of appraisers since 2008 and 
on the VA panel of 
appraisers since 2012. Stacey is 
very happy to be a newly elected 
Board member of the ATA 
and to serve as Secretary of the 
Board. She hopes to promote the 
ATA and its benefits to all 
appraisers in the State of Texas. 
Stacey proudly learned the ap-
praisal business from her 
father Bobby Shafer (Charter mem-
ber, past President and Board 
Member of the ATA). She 
enjoys a full life being married with 
4 children and 4 grandchildren. 
J and S Real Estate Appraisals 
P.O. Box 3951 
Victoria, TX 77901 
361-574-7032 (Voice) 
361-655-1409 (Cell) 
jandsappraisals@yahoo.com 

 
Luis De La Gar-
za is a certified 
residential ap-
praiser and real 
estate broker 
and he resides 
in Laredo.  He is 
president of 
DLG Appraisal, 

Inc.  Luis serves on the VA Fee 
Appraiser Panel and is an FHA 
Roster Appraiser. 
 
He holds a Bachelorôs Degree from 
St. Edwards University and has a 

Masters in International Trade from 
Texas A&M International Universi-
ty.   
 
Luis was a TALCB board member 
from 2008-2014, serving as chair 
for two years.  He has also served 
in numerous capacities with other 
organizations such as the Ameri-
can Red Cross, Laredo Manufac-
turing Association, Laredo Cham-
ber of Commerce, Kiwanis Interna-
tional and Laredo Association of 

Realtors. 
 
My name is 
Wade Jordan, I 
am a graduate 
of Smithson Val-
ley High School 
and grew up in 
the Canyon 
Lake area.  I 

married my wife, Debbie Faulkner 
Jordan in June 1997 and joined her 
family in the Real Estate business 
and became a realtor with Century 
21 Northside in 1998.  While I en-
joyed working with buyers and 
sellers, I became increasingly more 
interested in the appraising aspect 
of the business. 
 
Over the years, I crossed paths 
with a local appraiser who would 
eventually become my mentor and 
trainer and became a licensed 
trainee in 2004.  After a three year 
working relationship, I ventured out 
on my own and started Jordan Ap-
praisals, Inc. in June 2007.  I have 
been an active member of the ATA 
for many years and was proudly 
awarded the Outstanding Service 
Award for Central Texas in Febru-
ary 2015. 
 
In addition to being a licensed real-
tor and appraiser, I also service my 
community by being a full time fire 
fighter/Medic with the Bracken Fire 
Department in the Garden Ridge 
area.  I am also a husband to my 

wife of 18 years and a father to my 
11 year old daughter, Ashlyn.  In 
my spare time, I enjoy hunting, 
fishing, and spending time with my 

family. 
 
Rick Neighbors 
was born in Ro-
swell, New Mexi-
co. His father is 
a Retired Air 
Force NCO, and 
his Mother is a 
homemaker. 

Rick did a lot of traveling while his 
Dad was serving our country for 
almost a quarter century. The fami-
ly settled in Texas in the late 60's. 
Rick married Nancy in 1972 and 
they have 2 sons, Nathan & Ryan. 
Nancy spent 38 years in the whole-
sale specialty food business for a 
world wide distributor and traveled 
a lot.  She resigned from that and 
now works in the Gas Well Indus-
try. Nathan has a degree in Crimi-
nal Justice and works in the IT 
Dept for a large financial invest-
ments corporation. Ryan is a Fire-
fighter/Paramedic and has been in 
that industry for 16 of his 32 years. 
Rick states that "Marrying Nancy 
and having 2 sons are my greatest 
accomplishments in life! " 
 
Rick & Nancy enjoy raising regis-
tered Texas Longhorns and Foun-
dation Quarter Horses on their 
small ranch in Keene. Rick says " 
We have just enough land and live-
stock to keep us broke most of the 
time!" :-) They also enjoy a small 
16,000 square foot garden that 
helps keep the freezers full of fresh 
produce all year. Other hobbies 
include lots of outdoor cooking on 
smokers and BBQ grills, and Rick 
enjoys amateur bartending in his 
new ....almost complete.....home 
bar. 
 

(Continued on page 4) 
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"None of us is as smart as all of us."  Ken Blanchard 
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Past endeavors include being Pres-
ident of the ATA, also Secretary 
and Treasurer, sitting on the local 
Economic Development Board as 
both a board member and Presi-
dent, and serving on the Chamber 
of Commerce. 
 
Rick entered the appraisal profes-
sion in 1998, got his trainee status 
finished, and ended up in business 
for himself in 2001. Like a lot of Ap-
praisers, Rick operates out of his 
home office as a one man opera-
tion.  Based in Keene, just south of 
Ft. Worth, he has covered apx 7 
counties for a lot of years. He en-
joys appraising in spite all the rules 
and regulations that keep piling up, 
and hopes to continue until retire-
ment.  He also states that "Joining 
the ATA has been one of the best 
decisions in my appraisal career!"  

(Continued from page 3) 
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